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Russia: land of the Tsars

riddle, Mystery, Enigma

Unit 2, Class 21
Part One: Russia: On Both Sides of the Urals 
Section 1: Geography
The map belows is not from the historical time period  of the Early Romanov’s.  On the map below, please identify the 
following: Moscow, St. Petersburg, Kiev, Yalta, Crimea, Siberia, Ural Mountains, Volga River, Dnieper River

Purpose: Does the fear of chaos by a people justify ac-
quiescence  to autocracy?
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Section 2: The Vastness of the Land
Watch the video at the web address:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmWzdYb_q1I&feature=youtu.be  (4 minutes 43 seconds)
After watching the video, read the excerpt below and the map that follows. Answer the questions that follow:
1. Russia is an “riddle inside an enigma, wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” What did Winston 
Churchill mean by this statement?
2. Compare the Russian and English movement of people into Siberia and America respectively.
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Section 3: The People  of the Land
Watch the video at the web address: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RI7Vuai_o4s (3 minutes 24 seconds)
After watching the video, examine the map and except  below and answer the questions that follow.  
3. Identify the ethnic groups present in the lands of the Russian rulers.
4. How did Eastern Lords respond to the decline in labor in the fourteenth through the eighteenth century? Did the 
Russian or Western European peasant have more freedom?
5. Was there a relationship between the Decree of 1664 and the Razin rebellion?

MAP
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Part Two: The Russian Father - Ivan Grozny, the Fearsome
Watch these two videos at these web addresses:
       Ivan Grozny, Part I: http://youtu.be/LPT7cUXVTYw  (9minutes 43 seconds)
       Ivan Grozny, Part II: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4Oz-yz9axI  (optional; 8 minutes)
After watching the video and reading the section below, answer the questions that follow.
6. To what house did Anastasia belong?
7. What is the Muscovite formula?
8. Was Ivan successful in advancing his cause of sovereignty? Support.
Reader
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